Debate Format
Topic: TBA
Team A: 

Team B: 
Format (Lincoln-Douglas-based)

A team opening statement (2 minutes)

B team opening statement (2 minutes)

Pause (1 minute)

A team presentation of constructive arguments (6 minutes)

Pause (1 minute)

B team cross-examination (3 minutes)

B team presentation of constructive arguments (7 minutes)

Pause (1 minute)

A team cross-examination (3 minutes)

Break (2 minutes)

A team rebuttal (5 minutes)

B team rebuttal (6 minutes)

A team second rebuttal (2 minutes)

Pause (1 minute)

A team concluding statement (3 minutes)

B team concluding statement (3 minutes)  

Determining the winner
After the debate has concluded, there will be a brief reflection period before a blind vote takes place.  The debate participants will be able to vote.  To make the process fair, no debate team will have more votes counted towards themselves than the other team has members, in the event that the teams are not the same size.  

How the debate process works

· Opening statement – this should be an introduction to your argument, telling the class what your position is and very briefly why it is correct
· Constructive arguments – this is when you make your case that your position is correct (as opposed to why your opponent is wrong).  Concentrate on a few strong arguments for your position.

· Cross-examination – at this point, you respond to the constructive arguments given by your opponent.  If you think they said something false or misleading, say so.  Attempt to identify the biggest flaws in their argument.  

· Rebuttal – respond to the cross-examination (or rebuttal) of your opponent.  They tried to poke holes in your argument, so now you must explain why those supposed holes are not damaging to your position.  

· Concluding statement – your last words on why your position is correct, given the events of the debate.  

Timing

I will keep track of time and hold up pieces of paper indicating the amount of time you have left as the speaker, when there are 2, 1, and 0 minutes remaining.  

Formality

Don’t stress because the debate process looks formal and hectic.  This should be a fun and relaxed debate – you certainly don’t need to dress up or memorize a script – so the format and time limits are really meant to ensure that we hear both sides in the clearest and fairest manner possible.  
Grading

The purpose of the debate is to explore the topic and to have an enjoyable, friendly argument about something relevant to our country on the last day of class.  If it’s apparent that you put thought and care into your arguments so that we can have a quality discussion, then you will get full credit.  Remember that the short write-up is worth 5 of the 25 points for the final.  
